
Grammar And Language 

Arts

Helpful preparation for Basic 

Skills, Content Area Tests, and 

APT Constructed Response



General Strategies for Multiple 

Choice

üRead the directions carefully that connect 
with the question and before the sample

üMake sure youôre answering exactly what 
is being asked of you in that specific 
question

üAsk yourself is this a sentence level issue, 
paragraph issue, or organization question?

üThere may be several ñgoodò answers, but 
only one best answer



Grammar vs. Language Arts

üLanguage Arts

*vocabulary, recognizing synonyms, 

homonyms, purpose, sentence 

arrangement

üGrammar

* sentence level error, sentence structure, 

punctuation, capitalization, verb tenses



Language Arts

üGrammar And Usage is tested objectively 

through multiple choice questions, but also 

in written response questions on some 

tests.

üYou should be able to ñcommand standard 

usage in edited English in the USò



Grammar Issues: Verbs

üUnderstand standard use of verbs: 
ü subject-verb agreement: i.e. She walks, not She walk ï

or- everyone was present, not everyone were present

ü verb tense: past, present, conditional (would/could), 

infinitive (to develop, to read) regular, irregular verbs, i.e.  

Walk/ walks vs. become/became

ü consistency of tense, parallelism i.e. The story reflected 

issues, challenged standards, and was offering hope.

ü Where is the sentence level issue in this last example?



Grammar Issues: Pronouns

ü Identify and apply standard use of pronouns:
1. standard pronoun case: it, he, theyïas subjects, it, him, themïas 

objects

2. pronoun antecedent agreement: make sure a singular pronoun 

replaces a singular antecedent ex:  The class, it took the test. 

NOT: the class, they took the test.

3. use of possessive pronouns: His, her, their, ours, myïas subjects, 

mineðas object

4. standard use of relative and demonstrative pronouns: relative 

pronouns introduce a relative clause: that, which while 

demonstrative pronouns replace a thing: I want that!  I need this!, 

not I need to pass this test.



Grammar Issues: Modifiers

ü Adverbs: modify 

adjectives, verbs, and 

other adverbs

ü Adjectives: modify nouns, 

pronouns

Take this sentence

ü Prepositional Phrases: 

modifies an entire phrase 

or sentence- can contain 

other modifiers

ü In the sentences, identify 

one of each:

ü After the wind had 

shifted, the rusty, tired 

ship docked quickly.

ü Her parents entered the 

house without a word, 

after hearing the loud 

crash.



Issues of Grammar: Mechanics

üRecognize when 
incorrect and extra 
punctuation has been 
used

üCommas, semicolons, 
periods, exclamation 
points, question 
marks, etc.

ü Commas: used between 
adjectives, after prepositional 
opening phrases, to begin and 
close a restrictive clause, in a list

ü Semicolons: to connect two 
related phrases for effect; the 
phrases must be independent 
clauses-sentences

ü Exclamation points: should be 
used sparingly and never more 
than one at a time

ü Question marks: Donôt forget to 
use in rhetorical questions.

ü See Quick Tip Handouts for 
specific examples of usage


