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Humanizing the
As 89-year-old Ava Kadishson Schieber spoke 
to a group of educators, she recounted her 
experiences of the Holocaust. In 1941, the 
German occupation of then-Yugoslavia 
forced her and her family into hiding. She 
was just 15 years old. Kadishson Schieber 
survived four years by pretending to be 
deaf and mute, living on a small farm 
12 miles outside of Belgrade. Her father 
would eventually be sent to Auschwitz, 
and only a death certifi cate would 
confi rm her sister’s passing. Yet, the dire 
circumstances could not quell her passion 
for art and her thirst for knowledge. 

When asked how she endured, Kadishson Schieber 
said with a wry smile, “I wanted to survive.” And despite being 
a witness to the atrocities of World War II, Kadishson Schieber 
continued to see the good in humanity. “One of the themes 
she often talked about was after the war not hating the people 
who had done this to her in part because she had to go on 
with her life,” says James Wolfi nger, associate dean, associate 
professor and director of the DePaul University and Facing 
History and Ourselves Collaboration. “It’s a powerful thing for 
people who are educators, teachers and counselors to hear—to 
learn about this horrifi c past, but also to humanize the people 
who were involved in it on both sides.”

Kadishson Schieber spoke as part of the fourth annual DePaul 
University and Facing History and Ourselves Summer Institute, 
held June 22-24. For three days, participants explored issues of 
propaganda, media, history and identity through readings and 
activities from a sample curriculum on the Holocaust that they 
could bring back to their classrooms. “Rather than exclusively 
focusing on victims of the Holocaust, which is also essential, the 

Summer Institute challenged us to ask ourselves 
how the Holocaust could have occurred within 

a supposedly civilized country,” explains Tessa 
Simonds (MED ’13), social studies teacher at 
St. Philip Neri School in Chicago. “It made 
us wonder why everyday people chose to 
side with the Nazis.” 

The Summer Institute led Cory Calmes 
(MED ’13), a special education teacher at 

New Trier High School in Winnetka, Ill., to 
question what he thought he knew of the 

Holocaust. “It’s easy to just demonize one 
side or person, but we have to think about the 

choices people make,” he says. “That’s probably 
the biggest thing that I will bring into my classroom: 

talking to kids about how they all have choices to make.” 
Elizabeth Delgado (EDU ’10), a history teacher at Wheeling 
(Ill.) High School, is excited to integrate some of the primary 
sources into her curriculum. “I’m always looking to make things 
connect more to daily life for students, and the short stories we 
were exposed to will be powerful for students,” she says. 

These issues are as pertinent today as they were nearly 75 years 
ago. “The questions the Summer Institute raised inevitably force 
people to interrogate the injustices of today, to which we may 
have become all too well adjusted,” says Simonds. Wolfi nger 
agrees. “There are sets of experiences that make you who you 
are and give you the outlook you have, but also you should 
develop new ways of thinking about the world so that you 
can think about multiple perspectives to try to create a better 
world,” he asserts. “Some students are going to go on to be 
protestors in the street. Others will go on to be the police. It 
would be optimal if they both came from a background where 
they tried to understand each other’s perspective.”

Humanizing the
HOLOCAUST

New this year to the DePaul University and Facing History and 
Ourselves Collaboration is a National Symposium. The Rev. 
Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., president of DePaul, Dean Paul 
Zionts and the rest of the Collaboration team welcomed eight 
representatives from four institutions—Iowa State University, 
Michigan State University, the University of Arkansas and 
Ursuline College—to learn about DePaul’s partnership with 
Facing History and to explore ways in which they can develop 
their own relationship with Facing History. Two webinars will 
provide additional support this academic year. DePaul plans 
to hold the National Symposium annually to build a Facing 
History university affi liate network.

Melissa Bradford explained the concept of a Rube Goldberg 
machine (a deliberately over-engineered device designed to 
perform a simple task) to an increasingly irate audience of 12th-
grade teachers in Beijing. “Why would you ever do something 
like that? Why would you make something more complicated 
instead of simplifying it?” Bradford remembers the audience 
demanding. “They couldn’t understand that it was entertaining, 
and you learn about the transfer of energy. They are so used to 
there being a right answer and completing a task as quickly as 
possible that making something more complicated was a foreign 
concept to them.”

In June 2015, Bradford, curriculum studies EdD student, and 
Patrick Cobb (MED ’00), science teacher at Stanley Clark School 
in South Bend, Ind., traveled to Beijing to teach professional 
development in math and science as part of a joint initiative 
with the Offi ce of Innovative Professional Learning (OIPL) 
at DePaul and the China Education and Research Network 
(CERNET). During two fi ve-day sessions, they explored various 
model-eliciting activities with participants, hoping to share new 
approaches to teaching familiar material. 

“Bradford and Cobb utilized project-based learning experiences 
to train the teachers from China in effective math and science 
lessons that engage students in critical thinking and problem-
solving strategies,” explains Donna Kiel, instructional assistant 
faculty and OIPL director. Participants built toothpick bridges, 
bottle rockets and propeller cars, and quibbled over the best 
way to score winners. At the end, Bradford asked if they could 
visualize how to apply these activities to their own classrooms. 
“They were all nodding their heads,” she says. “They could see 
how it really makes you take an abstract idea and turn it into 
something that has a practical application.” 

Closer to home, OIPL has partnered with the Wisconsin 
International Academy (WIA), based in Wauwatosa, Wis., as 
well as its sister organization, the Greater Chicago International 
Academy (GCIA). Both provide innovative, dormitory-style 
living and educational and personal support structures for 
international students attending various Catholic and private 
schools in Milwaukee and Chicago. In the case of WIA and 
GCIA, the OIPL engages with American teachers to discuss 
how best to support international students, which is similar to 
OIPL’s work with CERNET. “The key distinction is the grounding 
in learning theory and best practice that is needed for teachers 
from China who are mainly content experts,” says Kiel. “Both 
experiences are focused on the needs of the teachers, sharing 
best practices and engaging teachers in application of best 
practices in their instructional planning.”

With plans to bring educational researchers from CERNET 
to study the process of professional development at DePaul, 
OIPL’s efforts to engage with China are only beginning. “Our 
relationship with China extends the mission of the college 
with international partners, thus providing an avenue for 
our instructors to infl uence teaching in new contexts,” says 
Kiel. “The international experiences of sharing professional 
development and of collaborating on best practices provide 
a vehicle for our faculty and students to gain international 
perspectives and a true global experience.”
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